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The art of war is of vital importance to the State. It is a matter of life
and death, a road either to safety or to ruin. Hence it is a subject of
inquiry which can on no account be neglected. (G) To all nations, War
is a great matter. Upon the army death or life depend; it is the means

of the existence or destruction of the State. (C)
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The art of war, then, is governed by five constant factors, to be taken
into account in ones deliberations, when seeking to determine the

conditions obtaining in the field. These are: (1) the moral law, (2)

heaven, (3) earth, (4) the commander, (5) method and discipline. (G)
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By method and discipline are to be understood the marshaling of the
army in its proper subdivisions, the gradations of rank among the

officers, the maintenance of roads by which may reach the army and

the control of military expenditure. (G)
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These five heads should be familiar to every general; he who knows

them will be victorious, he who knows them not will fail. (G)
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While heeding the profit of my counsel, avail yourself also of any
helpful circumstances over and beyond the ordinary rules. According as

circumstances are favorable, one should modify one’s plans. (G)
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Now the general who wins a battle makes many calculations in his
temple where the battle is fought. The general who loses a battle makes
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victory, and few calculations to defeat: how much more no calculation

atall! It is by attention to this point I can foresee who is likely to win
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Here again, no modern strategist but will approve the words of the old
Chinese general. Moltke’s greatest triumph, the capitulation of the
huge French army at Sedan, was won practically without bloodshed.
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But when the army is restless and distrustful, trouble is sure to come
from the other feudal princes. This is simply bringing anarchy into the
army, and flinging victory away. (G)
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Thus we may know that there are five essentials for victory: (1) He
will win who knows when to fight and when not to fight. (2) He will
win who knows how to handle both superior forces. (3) He will win
whose army is animated by the same spirit throughout all its ranks. (4)
He will win who, prepared himself, waits to take the enemy

unprepared. (5) He will win who has military capacity and is not
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The ancient masters of war first made their armies invincible, then

waited until the adversary could with certainty be defeated. The causes

of defeat come from within; victory is born in the enemy’s camp. (C)
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Thus it is that in war the victorious strategist seeks battle after the
victory has been won, whereas he who is destined to defeat first fights

and afterwards looks for victory. (G)
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For the rule is the survey of land; the measure tells the amount of that
land’s produce; the tables its populations: from the scales their

weight or quality is made known; and then can we calculate victory

or defeat. (C)
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A victorious army, opposed to a routed one, is as a pound’s weight

placed in the scale against a single grain. (G)
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The attack of conquering forces is as the outburst of long pent up

waters into sunken valleys. Such are the orders of battle. (C)
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The enemy is crushed, like the fall of a grindstone upon an egg, by
knowledge of his strength and weakness, and by the employment of
truth and artifice. (C)
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In battle, there are not more than two methods of attack — the direct and
the indirect; yet these two in combination give rise to an endless
series of maneuvers. The direct and indirect lead on to each other in
turn. It is like moving in a circle — you never come to an end. Who can

exhaust the possibilities of their combination? (G)
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As the rush of rock-shouldering torrents, so is the spirit of the troops.

Like the well judged flight of the falcon, in a flash crushing its quarry,
so should the stroke be timed. (C)
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Wherefore the spirit of the good fighter is terrifying his occasions
sudden. (C)
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Thus one who is skillful at keeping enemy on the move maintains

deceitful appearances, according to which the enemy will act. He

sacrifices something that the enemy may snatch at it. (G)
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The general makes his plan in accordance with the dispositions of the
enemy and puts his hosts in motion; but the multitude cannot

appreciate the general’s intention; they see the signs of victory, but

they cannot discover the means. (C)
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Among the five elements there is no settled precedence; the four
seasons come and go; the days are long and short and the moon
waxes and wanes (so in war, there is no fixity). (C)
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The difficulty of tactical maneuvering consists in turning the devious

into the direct, and misfortune into gain. (G)
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Thus, to take a long and circuitous route, after enticing the enemy out
of the way, and though starting after him , to contrive to reach the goal

before him, shows knowledge of the artifice of deviation. (G)
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Employing our whole force at one time in order to gain advantage over

the enemy, we may not have time enough to gain our object; if we
push on with a portion of the force only, the transport is lost. (C)
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Disarming helmet and armor; stopping neither day nor night; marching
double distance; doing double work; and finally contending with the
enemy at a distance of hundred leagues; result in the loss of the
generals since the drop in rear only one tenth of the forces is available.
A forced march of fifty leagues to secure an advantage may result in
failure to the leader of the vanguard for only half his men will arrive.

After a forced march of thirty leagues to secure an advantage only two

thirds of the army will be available. (C)
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Disguise your movements; await a favorable opportunity; divide or
unite according to circumstance. (C)

[NAh AR ER ]

COURIED Y IR A i 2 DORIEh ol &, BRI it [ 38
2, ERHYA ) MHEE. (L& &% ] fFRE LR AEED
W AMNRVE BRI S ) 2 SR B, U@ . 3 HEBRSE R E
By ERRFE EM, RVEREI MBS, B, BCRR. ik
SEIVRIE, SRR LR TRA R A SR 2 8. AN DU B
HEM2EE &AM, WE [A2], T25lRE. 2RI
WARTERE, & T 3R B S R VR B, 7 40 B e g 5 B2 1)
BURALE ARG SRR, AR, RBUZE B A],
HENEUR L R, HEFERORBRAE, 5 AR iHEE.
AN AF R, AN BB S R B, ol o R i AR 2 ) o] R L
B IEEER, BUIBCRRE, S EREEREN, B
P — 7 T (R R 2, i 3 A 5 T AR B, (B S S B ME B
LATIRIEN EE, AR, e DEEER 2 F . W2, AR
AR A & R 5 (0o AEBRIT b b7 SRR B @ B i 7, 1
TR HEE R AR . 3 ERE L, 7 A BB A BT
T 8 YR M 56 ) A5 P T 9 K B8 kB 5 70 4%, i@ k2 A [ L
el . (FEATZD 5. [TAMERCAEH S, sR

174



(BT R ) EREL

i, MORDUAE [ ORFFFEM L B | 2 TESER, B 2Ad R
EFEGS T, MM THR I, AR AR, B R
iy | WHERSR T e 0 RE, RO A T .

ORI, FARWAR, RBEA, AEjal,
k&, BEE.

HRMOAE, FHHCE, BTEHR R Tk B AL F R
AU BAK R, ABRGAR. BHRK, FILARKRSYE 2 835 1%
AT AEE; RARARF, ARz K, —E1G; EH—
W E AR, ADCRAF IR L —, R ABMAIS: 1B R
HEALERF, AT, BTk, TALBAZkK
s HEHAR, MBAREFRAS T, RARRE, HiaR
Let your rapidity be that of the wind, your compactness that of the
forest. In raiding and plundering be like fire, is immovability like a

mountain. Let your plans be dark and impenetrable as night, and when

you move, fall like a thunderbolt. (G)
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So he who understands the crooked and the straight way conquers.

These are the methods of battle tactics. (C)

HEHHE: [EAHE, %A&8: RAHER, Sw&E
M. | REBEEE, FTU—AZEBH;

TR CER) FR: [HERNRG, BARFEREAAE, &
REH AR, BARNMANEE AR, HRAARAHTIR. |
22, BHMAMGOHN, RAGR—EEVFAABETHETEZ
To

(BACHER T A

TRAEH AT AT A AR TR, A8 A 0 26 il P T B < 7
B THACRER IR, TRRRE, ER2ESHENT, EH
AR Bah FIRE. PGS BRSO R
B AR AR, BMEERECT B, KR AR AR, R R
He e HIE . O T IRBE, EEBR AT S, A

177



(FHHEE) (—) HTH

T AP FT A S B I6AR, S8R R AL SR B MR T
TAHER RN, AR & S AT AR IOBOR, 1
HEIS TR (RARAF, #ETETED) , RETEIRHH

T R, HAE

ANBEE—, RIEEAEEE, BEAEEE, AT
.,
B, BERBRE—, RRFEALS, BREBAK, ARUAS

B BEE, LRF A RRATE; HARNEBE, CAERER
BB R B ARAE RIRGAE A Tk

The host thus forming a single united body, it is impossible either for
the brave to advance alone, or for the cowardly to retreat alone. This is

the art of handling large masses of men. (G)
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In night-fighting, then, make much use of signal-fires and drums, and

in fighting by day, of flags and banners, as a means of influencing the

ears and eyes of your army. (G)
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Disciplined and calm, to await the appearance of disorder and hubbub
amongst the enemy: -- this is the art of retaining self-possession. (G)
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Do not attack an enemy on high ground, not one who has high ground
at his back; do not pursue an enemy who is imitating fight; do not
attack a spirited enemy. If the enemy offers an allurement do not rake
it. Do not interfere with an enemy who has struck camp and is about to
retire. When surrounding an enemy allow him an outlet, do not press a

desperate enemy. These are the methods of employing troops. (C)
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Wherefore in the conduct of war do not depend on the enemy’s not
coming, but rely on your own preparations; don not count on the

enemy not attacking your fortress, but leave nothing undefended. (C)
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These five faults in the leader are disastrous in war. The overthrow of

the army and the slaughter of the general arise from them; therefore

they must be carefully considered. (C)
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As a rule, the soldiers prefer high ground to low. They prefer sunny
places to those the sun does not reach. If the health of the troops be

considered and they are encamped on high and sunny ground, diseases

will be avoided, and victory made certain. (C)
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When the enemy is close at hand and remains quiet, he is relying on the
natural strength of his position. When he keeps aloof and tries to
provoke a battle, he is anxious for the other side to advance. If his place

of encampment is easy of access, he is tendering a bait. (G)
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When the enemy uses their weapons to rest upon, they are hungry. If
the drawers of water drink at the river, the enemy is suffering from

thirst. (C)
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The killing of horses for food shows that the enemy is short of
provisions. When the cooking-spots are hung up on the wall and the

soldiers turn not in again, the enemy is at an end of his resources. (C)
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These six are the principles connected with Earth. The general who has

attained a responsible post must be careful to study them. (G)
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Now an army is exposed to six several calamities, not arising from

natural causes, but from faults for which the general is responsible.

These are: (1) flight: (2) insubordination: (3) collapse: (4) ruin
(5) disorganization: (6) rout. (G)
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Generals, who are unable to estimate the enemy, who oppose small
numbers to large, weakness to strength and who do not put picked

men in the van of the army, cause it to be routed. (C)
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Ground is the handmaid of victory. Ability to estimate the enemy and
plan the victory: an eye for steepness, and command distances:

these are the qualities of the good general. (C)
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Hence the experienced soldier, once in motion is never bewildered;
once he has broken camp, he is never at a loss. Hence the saying: If
you know the enemy and know yourself, your victory will not stand
in doubt: if you know Heaven and know Earth, you may make your
victory complete. (G)
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In respect to the conduct of war there are: (1) distracting ground, (2)
disturbing ground, (3) ground of contention, (4) intersecting ground
» (5) path ridden ground, (6) deeply involved ground, (7) difficult
ground, (8) enclosed ground, and (9) death ground. (C)
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Those who were called skillful leaders of old knew, how to drive a
wedge between the enemy’s front and rear; to prevent cooperation
between his large and small divisions; to hinder the good troops from
rescuing the bad and the officers from rallying their men. When the

enemy’s men were scattered, they prevented them from concentrating

, even when their forces were united. They managed to keep them in

disorder. (G)
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If there be no alternative, but death, the soldiers exert themselves to
the utmost in desperate place; solders lose the sense of fear. If there
be no place of refuge, there will be no wavering. If deploy involved
in the enemy’s country, there is unity. If it be unavoidable, the

soldiers will fight their hardest. (C)
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On the day they are ordered out to battle, your solders may weep.,
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letting the tears run down their cheeks. But let them once be brought to

bay, and they will display the courage of a Chu or a Kuei. (G)
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Ki#ff: [514B.C. : Accession of Ho Lu (B ). 512: Ho Lu attacks
Chu (#), but is dissuaded from entering Ying (2f), the capital.
Shih Chi {%32) mentions Sun Wu (3% X)) as general. 511: Another
attack on Chu (#). 510: Wu (%) makes a successful attack on Yueh
(#4%). This is the first war between the two states. 509 or 508: Chu
invades Wu, but is signally defeated at Yu Chang (3%%%). Ho Lu
attacks Chu with the aid of Tang and Tsai. Decisive battle of Po Chu (
##) and capture of Ying (3F). Last mention of Sun Wu in Shih

Chi. 505: Yueh makes a raid on Wu in the absence of its army. Wu is
beaten by Chin and evacuates Ying. 504. Ho Lu sends Fu Chiai (X £)
to attack Chu. 497: Kou Chien (% 3%) becomes King of Yueh. 498:
Wu attacks Yueh, but is defeated by Kou Chien at Tsui Li (#%).
Ho Lu is killed. 494: Fu Chiai defeats Kou Chien in the great battle of
Fu Chiaus (X#) and enters the capital of Yueh. 485: Kou Chien
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renders homage to Wu. Death of Wu Tzuhsu ({&-F ). 478-476:
Further attacks by Yueh on Wu. 475: Kou Chien lays siege to the
capital of Wu. 473: Final defeat and extinction of Wu. |
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On the distracting ground, unite the solder’s minds. On disturbing
ground, keep together. On disputed ground, try to take the enemy in
rear. On intersecting ground, look well to the defenses. On path-
ridden ground, cultivate intercourse. On deeply involved ground, be
careful of supplies. On difficult ground, don’t linger. On enclosed
ground, close the path of escape. On death ground, show the

soldiers that there is no change of survival. (C)
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Order should direct the soldiers; but while what is advantageous

should be make known, what is disadvantageous should be concealed.
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When war is declared, close the barriers; destroy passports;
prevent the passage of the enemy’s; conduct the business of the

government with vigilance. (C)
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There are five ways of attacking with fire. The first is to burn soldiers
in their camp; the second is to burn stores; the third is to burn
baggage trains; the fourth is to burn arsenals and magazines; the
fifth is to burn dropping fire amongst the enemy. (C)
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The proper season is when the weather is very dry; the special days
are those when the moon is in the constellations of the Sieve, the

Wall, the Wing or the Cross bar; for these four are all days of rising
wind. (G)
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No ruler should put troops into the field merely to gratify his own
spleen; no general should fight a battle simply out of pique. If it is to
your advantage make a forward move; if not, stay where you are.
Anger may in time change to gladness; vexation may be succeeded by

content. But a kingdom that has once been destroyed can never come

again into being, nor can the dead ever be brought back to life. (G)
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Now the five kinds of spies are these: village spies, inner spies,

converted spies, death spies, living spies. (C)
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deception and allowing our own spies to know of them and open them
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Without infinite capacity in the general, the employment of spies is
impossible. Their treatment requires benevolence and uprightness,
except they be observed with the closest attention, the truth will not

be obtained from them. (C)
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If a secret piece of news is divulged by a spy before the time is ripe,

he must be put to death together with the man to whom the secret was

told. (G)
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Whether the object be to crush an army, to storm a city, or to

assassinate an individual, it is always necessary to begin by finding
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out the names of the attendants, the aides-de-camp and door-keepers

and sentries of the general in command. Our spies must be

commissioned to ascertain these. (G)
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We must tempt the converted spy into our service, because it is he
that knows which of the local inhabitants are greedy of gain, and
which of the officials are open to corruption. Because the converted spy
knows how the enemy can best be deceived. Lastly, it is by his

information that the surviving spy can be used on appointed occasions.
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In ancient times the rise to power of the province of Yin was due to I

Chih, who was sent to the country of Hsia; likewise, during the

found of the state of Chu, Lu Ya lived among the people of Yin. (C)
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