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%51 CHUN CHENG (Battle Tactics) VII
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The difficulty of tactical maneuvering consistsin turning the deviousinto thedirect, and
misfortune into gain. (G)
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Thus, to take along and circuitousroute, after enticing the enemy out of the way, and
though starting after him, to contrive to reach the goal before him, shows knowledge of the
artifice of deviation. (G)
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Employing our whole force at onetimein order to gain advantage over the enemy, we may
not havetimeenough to gain our object; if wepush on with aportion of theforceonly, the
transport islost. (C)
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Disarming helmet and ar mor; stopping neither day nor night; mar ching double distance;
doing doublework; and finally contending with the enemy at a distance of hundred leagues;
result in thelossof thegeneralssincethedrop in rear only onetenth of theforcesisavailable.
A forced march of fifty leagues to secure an advantage may result in failureto the leader of
thevanguard for only half hismen will arrive. After aforced march of thirty leaguesto
secur e an advantage only two thirds of the army will be available. (C)
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Disguise your movements; await a favorable opportunity; divide or unite according to
circumstance. (C)
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Let your rapidity bethat of thewind, your compactness that of theforest. In raiding and
plundering belikefire, isimmovability like a mountain. L et your plansbedark and
impenetrable as night, and when you move, fall like a thunderbolt. (G)
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So hewho under standsthe crooked and the straight way conquers. These ar ethe methods of
battle tactics. (C)
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Thehost thusforming a single united body, it isimpossible either for the brave to advance
alone, or for the cowardly toretreat alone. Thisistheart of handling lar ge masses of men.
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In night-fighting, then, make much use of signal-firesand drums, and in fighting by day, of
flags and banners, as a means of influencing the ears and eyes of your army. (G)
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Disciplined and calm, toawait the appearance of disorder and hubbub amongst the enemy:
-- thisistheart of retaining self-possession. (G)
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Do not attack an enemy on high ground, not one who has high ground at his back; do not
pursue an enemy who isimitating fight; do not attack a spirited enemy. If the enemy offers
an allurement do not rakeit. Do not interfere with an enemy who has struck camp and is
about to retire. When surrounding an enemy allow him an outlet, do not press a desperate
enemy. These are the methods of employing troops. (C)
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